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crops to the gods. Thus, for example, they gather some ears
of rice or millet, pound them between two stones, and offer
them up on a piece of plantain stem.1 In August, when the
rice ripens, the Hos of Bengal offer the first-fruits of the
harvest to Sing Bonga, who dwells in the sun. Along with
the new rice a white cock is sacrificed ; and till the sacrifice
has been offered no one may eat the new rice.2 Among the
Oraons of Bengal no one will partake of the new rice until
some of it has been offered to the ancestors. A handful of it
is cooked and spread on the ground, and a pot of rice-beer is
brewed and some of the beer also spilt on the ground. Before
drinking every one dips his finger in his cup and lets fall some
drops in honour of the ancestors. Further, a whity grey fowl
is killed, and the eldest of the family, addressing the ancestral
spirits, says, " O old mothers and fathers, you have always
been so good to us on these days. Here we are rejoicing : we
cannot forget you : come and rejoice with us."8 In Ladakh
the peasants offer the first two or three handfuls of the wheat-
crop to the spirit who presides over agriculture. These
offerings they attach to the tops of the pillars which support
the roofs of their houses ; and thus the bands of straw and
ears of wheat form a primitive sort of capital. Rams' horns
are sometimes added to this decoration.4 In the Himalayan
districts of the North-Western provinces of India the fields
and boundaries are under the protection of a beneficent
local deity named Kshetrpal or Bhumiya, Every village
possesses a small temple sacred to him. When a crop is
sown, a handful of grain is sprinkled over a stone in the
corner of the field nearest to the temple, in order that the
god may protect the growing crop from hail, blight, and the
ravages of wild beasts ; and at harvest he receives the first-
fruits in order that he may save the garnered grain from
the inroads of rats and insects.5 Among the hill tribes near
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